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Central Intelligence Agency

27 SEP 1982  gTAT

Mr. J. Michael Rouse

Editor in Chief

Durham Morning Herald

115 Market Street - -
Durham, North Carolina 27702

Dear Mr. Rouse:

In recent weeks my remarks concerning the Freedom of
Information Act have been repeatedly distorted. I have never
advocated the total repeal of the Freedom of Information Act.
I have, however, repeatedly stressed that there is an inherent
incompatibility in applying an openness in government law to
intelligence agencies whose missions must be carried out in
secrecy.

The receipt of an FOIA request by an intelligence agency
begins a lengthy process of searching numerous compartmented
record systems and then reviewing any responsive documents.
This careful review requires the time and attention of senior
intelligence officials, thus diverting them from their primary
duties. Despite these efforts, there is always the possibility
of human error which could result in the release of classified
information damaging to the national security. Moreover, the
necessity to engage in this search and review is disturbing to
friendly foreign intelligence services as well as to individual
sources of information. Due to the existing exemptions in the
Act, FOIA releases for the most part consist of scattered words
and phrases. These fragmented releases are subject to mis-
interpretation and intentional misuse.

More importantly, the benefit to the public from FOIA
releases is marginal. I fail to see how releases of bits of
information serve the purpose of the FOIA to provide government
accountability. The intelligence agencies have more direct
executive branch and congressional oversight than any other
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agency within our government. Thus, the necessary accountability and
oversight of intelligence activities is fully provided for by our elected
officials who, unlike the public, have access to all classified information.

As U.S. District Court Judge Gerhardt Gesell said after reviewing
Philip Agee's FOIA request for the release of 8,600 documents, "It is amazing
that a rational society tolerates the expense, the waste of resources, the
potential injury to its own security which this case necessarily entails."

Sincerely,

7s/ William J. Casey )

William J. Casey
Director of Central Intelligence
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Act-He recommends getting rid of
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‘Baloney! The’ Freedom of Infor-3
mation: -Act: under fire since. the?y
Reagan team took office, was
passed by Congress in reaction to 1
years-of-abuse:by executive-y
branch departments. It 'was meant
to thwart the impulses of bu-
reaucrats with their mania for se-
crecy. stamps angd for hiding’ mfor-
mationmrirom the: pubhc they.serve. s
The- instinct of some bureaucrats,
as‘unt®inking as‘that of lemmmgj

dashing into the sez, is to keep
puoﬁc‘busmess aspnvateas posSi-3

—— -

e '_. e r-e\"—.‘

ble .,f.v PR 4 HS
More often. than not, ‘the mfor—
mation, when it is finally pned
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{ 3Freedom of Information Act]
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4| ingness to use it agamst aggres
3 'sxon ’

. cates_If it' were a matter of gettmg iy -
"rid of one or the other; then we
{»should ‘getrid of the CIA. . = =~

have information- -on which to base't|
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"The Freedom of Information
Act, whﬂe not perfect, has worked"
fairly well..It should-be strength-s
ened and improved, not.diluted or3]

"Junked The administration of
rPresident Jimmy Carter, to. its:

“the intent and spirit of the act than k
mhas the: Reagan administration. -
Mr. Casey compldins that the~

“makes it difficult for the Central
;Intelhgence Agencyto do its job.
i and protect secrets. We can take
- that witha large pinch of salt. Five 1
swill get'you ten that the people

"offxcxal government secrecy are: :
: Arnencan cmzens not the enemy s
spies. :: &=
Besxdes that, one doubts that'j’1
the security of this nation depends 9]
on cloak-and-dagger games as-
-much as-Mr. Casey seems to think. |
Our security depends primarily on. |
‘our physxcal strength and our vnll-; J

- IF Mr 'Casey were nght, and the-1
Central ‘Intelligence Agency truly
could:not function with-the Free—e
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